Obasan 
Ch. 6 
1. Note the time change to the next morning; Naomi is still half-asleep. What dream fragments are mentioned and what do they mean?
    Naomi’s dream  is that she and   her man  encounter  another couple  in forest  on  the mountain.  The two couples work on unknown  but necessary  task,  before  Naomi  sees a giant  animal  that looks  like a combination of lion and a dog.  The  scarry   giant is   foreshadow of  Naomi’s  scarry  experiences in future  and encounters

    	2. When she awakens (30), Obasan is fiddling with string on a package from Aunt Emily. Why does Obasan stress forgetting? Is this maybe ironic?
  Stressed in forgetting  past painful memories.  The past cant be  easily forgotten.

Chapter 
5. 	Why does she speculate that the Katos were not a happy family?
 Based on  letter from Katos which narrates painful experiences 

6. 	There were very intelligent people in the Kato family with educational ambitions, but what happened to them?
 There are  many intelligent people in the Kato family, including Kato himself who is a doctor, but they end up  either dying either from  the bombings in the  war or are shuttered by the  war aftermath

8. 	What does the white haired girl accuse Naomi of having done? Why did not she report the kitten’s situation to her aunt or uncle, do you think? What do these two stories of animal abuse reveal?
    Blames Naomi for the  kitten’s situation and reports  it because she sees  Naomi as irresponsible and not  reasonable. They  suggest the  drivers of the war and racial perceptions.

9. 	Ch. 23: winter 1943—what is the state of the Japanese community in Slocan?
Majority were in internship  camps  while the  rest were  isolated and forgoten in their communities


11.  Ch. 24: fall 1945. Naomi has a weird sense of a female presence; what sort of images does she apply to it?
  Its her reality. Naomi is describing and feeling herself.

12.  The news of the war’s end reaches them, and Stephen announces, “We’ve won.” Whom does he mean by “we”, and what does it signify? Whose flag does he raise?
 World war II
13.  Why did his music teacher tell him such a preposterous lie, and why would he believe it?
 Music teacher told   Stephen that  the   hair on windowsill would  turn into snakes. Stephen believes it because  he knows that adults don’t lie.

20. Ch 25  The minister-teacher arrives, as do a few other old people, for the prayer service, hastily done, both in English and Japanese languages. As he recites the Anglican Mass liturgy, what impression does it give us? What kind of man is the minister?
 Shows  the  church as uniting factor and  source of  hope in times of war

21.  Ch. 26: Ali departure from Slocan begins; they are at the train station without the father. What image is dominant? Naomi is full of questions which highlight the fear and uncertainty of the future. Which people among the non-Asians are friendly and see them off?
 Naomi’s family  have left s Slocan and have not informed  Naomi whwre they are going.  Naomi is in  desolate loneliness and  feels heartbroken. The Undersecretary of State for External Affairs, Norman Robertson and Naomi’s sensei
22.  Ali Ch. 27: Now she is back to the present time, in Obasan’s home, dealing with all these documented events from her childhood, wondering how to process them. How does he describe herself, her feelings? What are the “facts”?
 Naomi feels  exhausted  especially with the  effort of remembering her past. She  now has the burden of behaving politely and doesn’t have to disappear like the past. Naomi  thinks that she has escaped the past. At this point, she doesntr know  what to do with her life.  The fact is that she is  finding it hard to connect her present with the  past. She feels like she is losing herself. The only person she has   as guardian  angel is  Aunt  Emily.

23.  Summer 1946: How did the paper report the repatriation of the Japanese? Who among those Naomi knew at Slocan left for war-torn Japan?
 The repatriation of  Japan  is full of   suffering and misery, especially lack of  food. Naomi  points out that she knew  Kenji’s  family  went to Japan and suffered  greatly. However  she is now not in touch with anyone  from Slocan.

24.  What did the missionaries have to report about the conditions the people lived in?
 The effects of war and progress of  Christianity in the  communities
25.  When Naomi asks Emily what ever happened to mother and grandmother in Japan, what is her reaction?
 She just stares at her and starts crying
26.  Apart from their minister, Nakayama-sensei, were there any others who tried to help the poor Japanese?27.  What’s the story about  Uncle Dan?
  Uncle  Dan, the intelligent officer  and  Nakayama-sensei are only people who try to help the  poor Japanese. 
Chapter 33 Ali
1. 	It is now three years later, 1954. What has happened to Stephen? What age is he, and what is his personality like?
 At this  time, Stephen is   at  Royal Conservatory  of music  in Toronto. This is after his highschool education. He  is now quiet,  and less outgoing.
2. 	When he comes home from Toronto where he has stayed with Aunt Emily, how does he relate to the family?
 He is rather cold than before. He is always  surly and quiet and sometimes refuses to  eat  Obasan’s food
3. 	Aunt Emily’s visit in June 1954: we get the idea of time having passed by reference to her and Naomi’s ages as well as some physical characteristics such as what?
Of the house

4. 	One night, Naomi overhears a conversation between the adults in which they refer to “the children”, but Naomi feels that age 17 and 19 she and Stephen are not kids anymore, and Emily appears to agree. What is the secret that the elder aunt and uncle do not wish to share with the “children”—any hints?
 The death of Naomi’s parents
Chapter 34 Ali
1. 	Mr. Barker and his new young wife, Vivian, come to pay their respects to Naomi and Obasan for the death of Uncle. How does Naomi feel about their visit?
 It reminds   her of the past. The segregation between the two families, when Penny, Barker’s daughter  was not allowed to play with Stephen and  Naomi
2. 	What news of Stephen? Is he close to his family in Granton? What sign of disrespect is there?
  Stephen  is not  close to the family anymore. Naomi hasn’t seen him for  eight years.
3. 	Why does Naomi interpret every movement by Vivian negatively? Also, she reacts with suppressed hostility to Mr. Barker’s words which appear to be kind.
 Naomi  interprets  every movement  by Vivian  negatively  because of  her past experience with the Barker’s 
4. 	As the chapter ends, there is a long tirade of thought that Naomi has about Canada; what is her mood, the content of this inner monologue
 Her  mood from inner monologue can be described as  distress. She  feels tired  Canada, though she has learnt  good English  and has really changed. However the fact that Obasan is  not  there anymore, she  doesn’t feel  any touch with Canada  anymore. However  she is not sure whether she should return to Japan, so she is confused.
